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natural historical (probabilistic) sequence of syntheses. This natural sequence
of syntheses can therefore not be deterministic, goal-oriented. Complexity
increases by natural means. It does so through the integration of that which
was already previously integrated. Therefore the hallmark of cosmogenesis is
that everything that is, exists as unity. Unities, however, are not flat simplicities
in the sense that they contain all the same elements. Rather, unites are always
complex because their oneness emerges from the integration of diversity.
Synthesis therefore brings forth new unities that are “simply” one, but as a
consequence of integrating diversity, all true unity is complex. This is the
reason why all that exists is unified diversity, “simple” complexity. This is also
the why the ontological structure of all that exists is simplex.

Teilhard de Chardin

That synthesis is creative is also one of the central themes of Father Teilhard
de Chardin’s work.”? He pointed out that synthesis brought forth successive
levels of emergent complexity from mater to the noosphere, the level of human
thought. I share his view that synthesis brings forth new levels of reality, that
cosmogenesis is the result of sequential unification. However, I must disagree
with Teilhard’s view that the process of complexification is goal-oriented. I
must disagree because one fundamental insight from modern science is that the
process of cosmogenesis is deeply probabilistic. This is to say that cosmogenesis is
a genuine historical process. What happens occurs within a field of also possible
events; which one really happens opens a new set of possible events, ard so
on. Because of this essentially probabilistic nature of the creative process there
cannot be a predetermined goal at the beginning of the process. Nature is not
an organism that develops into an adult in a predictable way. Organisms can
do that because there is a (genetic) program that guides the process; the process,
however, that brings forth the universe has no such program! In other words,
there is teleology in organismic development but not in cosmogenesis. Nature is
creative through a historical (probabilistic) sequence of syntheses. It is by creative
through inventive tinkering not by any kind of supernatural intervention,
including design. This is to say that, nature is free to become itself!

This poses a serious problem for the Christian notion of providence.
How can God’s plan for creation become reality if creation is capable of freely
constructing itself?

2 pTeilhard de Chardin, The Phenomenon of Man. (New York, Harperand Row 1959).
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The history of creation and the history of salvation

This is an essential issue for the relationship between the history of creation
and the history of salvation. How may it be possible to find a sohl1tion to
this problem respecting both a scientific world-view and the perspective from
Christianity?

The incarnation of the eternal Word of God in the Christmas event
crosses time for all time. Therefore, salvation is not an event to be expected
sometime in the future but is always now. Salvation through the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ dying on the cross is salvation for all time, past, present, and
future. The cross therefore is the center of salvation for all history, cosmicand
human. It is the center around which the history of the world is revolving:
“Stat crux dum orbitur orbis!”? Therefore, the history of the world does
not run parallel to the history of salvation. The history of the world is not
oriented towards a point in the future in which God and creation will be
reconciled. Rather, Christ dying on the cross has reconciled God and the
world for all time.

It seems to me that Christianity requires creation to be free to become
itself. From the Christian perspective, human beings are the representatives
of creation for “creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed” (Ro 8: 19). And how is it that human beings may become sons of
God? It is by being open to accept the loving relation ship offered by God
to his children. And this is the deep reason why nature and human beings
have to be free: It is that love cannot be imposed. The commitment necessary
in any loving relationship can only be entered freely. Freedom of God and
freedom of creation are two foundational preconditions for Christianity to
make sense. Why? Because God is love!

If we ponder this statement from the fundamental dogma of Christianity
that God is love, then it becomes quite clear why it is that nature is free to
become itself. Basically this view from science is implied in the Christianity
revelation that God is love. It is implied because a loving relationship is
impossible without freedom. Freedom is the prerequisite for making the
decision to either accept of reject it. Therefore freedom of God to create and
freedom of nature to become itself are essential dimensions of the fundamental
dogma of Christianity that God is love. Thanks to this freedom given by

¥ Carthusian inscription on the bottom of a stone cross: Church yard, San Angel,

Mexico City.
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God through the present of his Word, nature is capable of bringing forth a
creature that is free. Free to discover that creation is God’s gift, and perhaps
give thanks through gratefully living one’s life.

Reflecting about the nature of giving we found that a true gift is giving
away of oneself. God gave away himself to creation before the world begun.
And when the time was right, that which had happened before the world
begun became visible. It became visible in the Christmas event, the event
in which God became Man. In this event God showed his almighty power,
the power that he can become that witch he is not: a Man! Incarnation!
What a mystery! God becoming that which God is not, a human being!
There is no way human logic can resolve this paradox, yet is at the center
of Christian faith.

Pope John Paul I addressing the Bishops of the Catholic Church writes:
“The mystery of the Incarnation will always remain the central point of
reference for an understanding of the enigma of human existence, the created
world and God himself. The challenge of this mystery pushes philosophy to
its limits, as reason is summoned to make its own a logic which brings down
the walls within which it risks being confined.”

Yes, incarnation happened at Bethlehem in the land of Judah some
two thousand years ago. That event happened when the time was right.
It was right because God’s people had finally learned that he is a caring,
loving God. And so the time was right, for there was Mary, full of grace,
ready, open, to receive the Word of God that is God to become a human
being, that which certainly is not God! What happened, however, at the
first Christmas made visible what is invisible, namely that the Word of
God, that was with God before creation, created creation, namely that
which is essentially not God. Christmas shows that God almighty can be
God in that which is not God. Incarnation out of which creation came
into existence at the beginning of time came within the history of creation
at Bethlehem, in the land of Judah! Christmas and creation are therefore
both anchored in God’s logic of incarnation. God’s eternal decision of
incarnation, to give away his creative Word, is the center of creation and
salvation. “In all wisdom and insight, he has made known to us the mystery
of his will in accord with his favor that he set forth in him as a plan for the
fullness of times, to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on earth”

(Eph 1: 7-10).

% John Paul I, Fides et Ratio, letter to the Catholic Bishops, (1998), #84.
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Conclusion

The fundamental discovery by modern science is that nature is capable (?f
bringing forth itself. It is the prerequisite for bringing fo'rt}-l a creature tha.t is
free. That God is love is the fundamental dogma of Christianity. Any loving
relationship is based on freely deciding whether to enter thc? bondage of love.
Therefore, what science discovered is only making explicit what is already
implied in the Christian revelation that God is love.
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